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the same year. In 1609 he pub. his tr. of the first twelve
books of the Iliad and in 1611 the first complete English
Iliad entitled The Iliads of Homer Prince of Poets. Never
before in any language tindy translated.. . . The first twelve
books of Chapman's tr. of the Odyssey appeared in 1614
and the second twelve in the following year: Chapman
completed his Homeric trs. by pub. in 1624 The Crowne of
all Homers Workes Balrachomyomachia Or the Battaik of the
Frogs and Mice. His Hymns and Epigrams translated accord-
ing to ye Onginall. There are modern rpts. of Chapman's
Iliad and Odyssey in The Library of Old Authors (1856),
of the Iliad in Morleys Universal Library (1883), of all the
Homeric trs. in R. H. Shepherd's ed. of Chapman's works
(1874-5), in T.C. (1897] and Newnes's Pocket Classics
(1904). Chapman's trs. from the Greek include also The Georg-
icks ofHesiod (1618) with commendatory verses by Ben Jonson
and the late Greek poem ascribed to MusaeUs on Hero and
Leander, which he pub. in 1616 under ihe title of The divine
poem of Musaeus. First of all Bookes. This version is not to be
confused with Chapman's continuation of Marlowe's Hero and
Leander. Neither Marlowe's poem nor Chapman's continua-
tion can be described as trs. from the Greek.

The only other notable Elizabethan tr. of Greek poetry is
Sixe Idillia of Theocritus tr. into English verse and pub.
anonymously at Oxford in 1588. This version was rptd. by
A. H. Bullen in his Longer Elizabethan Poems (English Garner).

Greek Prose Works

The most important Elizabethan tr. of a Greek prose
classic was The Lives of the noble Grecians and Romanes tr. by
Sir Thomas North (? 1535-? 1602) from the French version
of Jacques Amyot. This book was the main source of
Shakespeare's Roman plays. The first ed. was a folio printed
in 1579. A second ed. appeared in 1595 and a third in 1603
with fifteen extra lives not by Plutarch, but, if we are to
believe the title page, tr. by North. A fourth ed. appeared in
1612, a fifth in 1631 and a sixth in 1656-7 with twenty
additional lives. These were all pub. in London. A seventh ed.
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